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MINISTERS AND ELDERS AND THEIR 
MEETINGS. 
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a 


It is a period of acknowledged transition. 
| The attempt to revise discipline at such a 
‘time is a delicate and difficult task. While 
a| orineiples remain unalterable, the modes of 


3’ \their operation wonderfully adjust them- 
selves to ever varying and changing circum- 
| stances. 


It is the distinguishing polity of Friends 
/not to organize forms of worship, nor sys- 
‘tems of Christian work, but to remove ob- 
| structions and clear the way as far as possi- 
| ble for the free exercise of the body in all its 
|members, under the government of the 
Head. 

Our ministry, therefore, is not a prescribed 
‘service. And pastoral care is rather vol- 


That portion of our organization and dis-|untary, springing from loving interest for 


cipline which comes under the above head) 


has occasioned a large share of discussion | 
and dissatisfaction of late years throughout | 


our Society on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Some would have no ministers recorded. 
Some would have no elders appointed. Some 
would make but one office of the two. Some 
would have elders appointed for a stated 
time like overseers. Some would have min- 
isters recorded in a similar w ay. Some 
would have their meetings open to others. 
And some would dispense with Meetings of 
Ministers and Elders altogether. A grow- 
ing jealousy has been apparent in many sec- 
tions with regard to the powers and pri ivi- 
leges, forme rly accorded to these 
lest one class of members should 
thority or privilege over another. 
These of dissatisfa 


sts itions, 
have au- 
elements 


ction bave 


ject of church organization there is little 


the 


others and duty to Christ, than enjoined by 
the Church. In the department of dealing 
with delinquents and offenders, however, 
the Church must of course define the limits 


|in which its authority is to be used. 


With this view of the general purpose of 
our discipline, the questions which meet us 
are: Ist. What are the proper limits of leg- 
islation? And 2d. What is the best ma- 
chinery to facilitate and to promote the exer- 
cise of the Lord’s gifts, in the ministry of the 
Word and the oversight of the flock ? 

Now, it must be admitted that on the sub- 
in 
detail in the New Testament to guide us. 
Not that it is an unimportant matter, [ 
think, but it is doubtless purposely left for 
‘‘ differences of administration,” according to 
needs of the various churches. 
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But principles are given, and some lead- 
ing features and general outlines, which are 
very universally acknowledged and preserved 
in ecclesiastical constitutions. 

One feature is this. The early Church 
had officers entitled by virtue of their gifts 
and their experience and character, to the 
confidence and respect of the body. I ven- 
ture to say, the Bible affords no sanction for 
the leveling of all distinctions, and giving to 
the mere child in experience the same respon- 
sibility of position and weight of judgment 
that belong to the strong man in the Lord. 
‘““God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teach- 
ers, Ke.” 

Another feature of the early Church, and 
of all churches, is the two-fold work of 
ministry and oversight. Various gifts are 
enumerated and various offices named. 
Friends have resolved them into three classes, 
ministers, elders, and overseers. 

Now, one thing is evident in the present 
condition of our Society. The office of 
elder has suffered, within our memory, great 
depreciation in the estimate of the people. 
And whether we are prepared so readily to 
confess it or not, the station of minister has 
shared a like reduction. 

Perhaps unconsciously to themselves, the 
very class who would strip the position of 
minister or elder of everything in the gift of 
the church which would lift it to a vantage 
ground for greater influence, would expect 
and exact most from ministers and elders. 
They would take away the straw, but re- 
quire no less of bricks. We weaken our 
elders’ hands by withholding the honor due 
to their office, and then complain that they 
do so little. 

But what is the remedy for this state of 
things? First, we must sefile the question 
now in agitation, whether we will perpetuate 
these distinct offices and classes- in the 
church, or whether we will pursue a strong 
tendency of the time, to the utter oblitera- 
tion of all such distinctions. In the latter 
alternative it will take but little foresight to 
see the extinction of the body itself, sealed 
by such a leveling. 

The most vital functions of every Chris- 
tian organism must be connected with the 
ministry. The gift for the ministry is from 
Christ. The church must in some way re- 
cognize it, in order to be edified by it. 

By just what process the recognition shall 
be effected is a very secondary matter. Let 
the method be what it may, the church will 
generally record such ministers as it owns. 
When a pure and exalted tone prevails, it 
will indicate, both as effect and cause, a cor- 
respondingly pure ministry. 

When it is admitted that some arrange- 
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ment is necessary, though it may be very 
simple, for designating those wh: se ministry 
the church owns, the subject of the eldership 
next arises to claim attention. Does the 
church need to exercise any care for the en- 
couraging and counseling of its ministers? 
If so, it will require ‘‘chosen men” and 
women, of discernment, discrimination, and 
judgment, to represent the membership judi- 
ciously in such a work. On the other hand, 
do ministers need the sympathy and proper 
criticism of those who are qualified both to 
enter into their exercises and to feel the 
needs of the people ? 

How could they spare the elders? We 
have no schools for theological training, and 
for correcting and improving defective man. 
ner in speaking. With all our untrained 
activity and humiliating defects, are we pre- 
pared to dispense with the one «appointed 
agency we have for the care and help of the 
ministry? Or can any better means be in- 
stituted for the accomplishing of these ob- 
jects, than our Meetings of Ministers and 
Elders ? 

Then, as to the select character of these 
Meetings, would they be improved by throw- 
ing them open to all who might choose to 
attend? So far as loving, faithful care of 
of the ministry is concerned, publicity would 
defeat the object. We can deal with faults 
under the shield of privacy that it would be 
unkind to probe before the publie gaze. 

But this brings us to a point where other 
questions meet us. Are the duties of the 
elder limited to care relating to the ministry 
exclusively? A generally prevalent feeling 
will sustain a broader definition of the elder’s 
office, as charged in an eminent degree with 
the oversight of the flock. In this calling 
and service the elders will be joined with 
the ministers, and also with the overseers, 
on whom devolve, in addition to oversight, 
special duties in the administration of the 
discipline. The overseers have a large field 
for labor in common with the elders, but, as 
the executive officers of the church, they have 
duties which are distinct. 

Now, one great object of church organiza- 
tion is to promote oversight, or pastoral 
care. Can our system be amended so as bet- 
ter to secure this object? It has long been 
thought by many that a closer association of 
ministers, elders and overseers in this work, 
common to them all, is desirable. 

While the care of the ministry is impor- 
tant, and Meetings of Ministers and Elders 
are needed for this specific purpose, there 
also seems a need that opportunities should 
be provided for ministers, elders and over- 
\seers to hold conference together on the 


| larger subject of general oversight. 
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A few summaries and practical sugges- 
tions will close this essay. 

That our Meetings of Ministers and Elders 
are not fulfilling all we desire, is generally 
felt. How far the failure is due to the pre- 
vailing uncertainty and indefiniteness of our 
views as to the object of these meetings and 
the offices themselves, we cannot at present 
know. Certainly, doubt in themselves, or 
in their friends, as to their right to exist, or 
the value of their service as a body, cannot 
fail to have a paralyzing effect upon them. 

Organization is undoubtedly essential, in 
order to liberate and re a pure and 
living Gospel ministry, and to restrain and to 
repress that preaching which is unedifying 
and seattering. Our organization will be effi- 
cient to these ends, according to the faith 
and heartiness with which we sustain it. 
Both ministers and elders will be helped to 
labor by the affection and confidence of their 
brethren. On the healthy exercise of their 
functions, the vital energy of the body very 
largely depends. Divinely gifted and di- 
vinely qualified officers in the church are, I 
apprehend, as indispensable to its life as the 
heart is to the body. Destroy or dishonor 
these gifts and callings, and the body is de- 
stroyed or dishonored. But guard and 
cherish a pure and living Gospel ministry, 


encourage 


and encourage and welcome and value a 
loving, Christian oversight, and the -chureh 
will prosper, for the Lord will bless it. 

J.B 


—— 


GUIDANCE IN 


PRAYER. 


There are persons who can apparently pray 
as well at one time as another, and for one 
thirg as well as another. Of answers to 
prayer they kuow little, and of the secret 
help of the Holy Spirit, or the inward as 
surance that prayer is accepted Sefore the 
throne, they know still Jess. There are others 
whose souls, tenderly sensitive to the guidings 
of the Spirit of God, not only know the in- 
ward assurance of the Spirit that helpeth our 
infirmities, but also know what it is to be for- 
bidden to ask things which it is not the will 
of God to give, or which it is not possible for 
them to receive. Jer. vii. 16; ix. 14. 

A lady in Connecticut was accustomed to 
pray daily for her husband, who was an offi 
cer im the army, imploring protection and 
blessing on him amid the dangers to which 
he was exposed. One night she retired to her 
closet and offered her accustomed requests, 
but,said she, “ My prayer all came back to 
me again, and I knew that he was dead.” 
Hundreds of miles away, as she afterwards 


learned, that husband lay beneath a heap of 


his slain comrades on the bloody field of An- 


tietam; but it was not her secret sympathy | 
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with him that made her conscious of the fact, 
but her more intimate communion with the 
Holy Ghost, which revealed to her that on 
his behalf prayer could avail no more. 

By such inward intimations, persons have 
often been assured of the safety of absent 
friends, long after others have given them up 
for dead. A godly woman of our a quaint- 
ance, in Taunton, Mass., had a son who had 
been long absent at sea, and from whom for 
ten years no tidings had come. Others 
thought he was dead, but she said “ No, I 
shall see John again alive.” So she prayed, 
hoped and waited. 

One morning she felt she must go to Bos- 
ton. She started, old as she was, notwith- 
standing the objections of her incredulous 
friends, came to the city, went to the house 
of a son who lived there, and on the threshold 
met the wandering John, the boy for whom 
she had prayed and looked so long. 

Mrs. Tyler Thatcher, the widow of a western 
missionary, writes from California an incident 
in her experience:—“ Ove Sanday my hus- 
band had an appointment to preach ten miles 
distant. Taking an early breakfast he went 
on his way, leaving me alone. Immediately 
I felt an irresistible impression that I must 
pray for our absent son Melancthon, a young 
man aged twenty yeare. Koeeling down by 
the sofa, seeming to be moved by the Spirit 
to yearning supplication in his behalf, forget- 
ting all besides, for several hours I was so 
much absorbed in agonizing prayer for him, 
that I knew not whether I was “in the body 
or out of the body.” At length a calm en- 
sued ; a feeling of assurance that all was well 
with him. When I awoke as it were, I opened 
my eyes, said to myself, can it be possible 
that Melancthon will ever appear again as he 
used to be? No! he is changed. It must be 
that he has become altogether more spiritual. 
He is certainly changed ! 

“From this hour all anxiety on his behalf 
ceased. More than a week elapsed before the 
appalling news reached our ears, that Melanc- 
thon, that very day, August 16, 1857, was 
killed by the Indians on the coast range in 
California. Four arrows which he had ex- 
tracted from his breast were lying by his side, 
All circumstantial evidence indicated that 
during these peculiar exercises of my mind, 
he was struggling in the agonies of death, and 
that he expired when the burden of prayer 
ceased.” — The (Boston) Christian. 


2 - 


The British and Foreign Bible Society was 
instituted in 1804. The Russian Bible Soci- 
ety was formed at St. Petersburg in 1813. 
The American Bible Society was instituted at 
New York in 1816, and the Paris Protestant 
Bible Society was formed in 1818. 
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From The Christian Worker. 
DRESS. 


BY ESTHER B. TUTTLE. 


It appears to me that the principles of the 
Gospel are so simple and easy to understand, 
that they who bave learned in all things to 
say, “ Thy will be done,” need not find it dif. 
ficult to conform their lives, in the details of 
daily practice, to the truth. If our actions 
are governed by a true principle, they will 
be consistent with each other, and with the 
truth ; but if we attempt to regulate our con- 
duct entirely by usages or arbitrary forms, 
whether of the church or of the world, we 
shall fall into countlesseinconsistencies. 

I know of no safer motives to guide us in 
the purchase of material for our clothing, and 
in the selection of patterns by which it should 
be made, than propriety, simplicity, and util- 
ity. If we are the consecrated servants of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our time, money, and 
strength belong to Him; and we hold them 
in trust, as His stewards, to use them for His 
glory. An undue proportion of either may 
not be given to the clothing of our bodies. 
True economy will restrain us from the pur- 
chase of goods at an expense that is not war- 
ranted by their durability. Mere elegance, 
apart from utility, may not be indulged. 

Motives of convenience and simplicity will 
lead us to adopt a style of dress that is easily 
made, easily kept in order, and that requires 
but little thought or care in the wearing. 
Propriety will lead us to dress with due refer- 
ence to our circumstances in life, both of 
means and position, and always to observe 
modesty and neatness. If in any other point 
we are in doubt, I am sure the te will di 
rect us, if we sincerely pray to be made in 
both inward experience and outward appear- 
ance what persons professing holiness ought 
to be. I am convinced that honest, earnest 
prayer on the part of Christian women about 
their dress, would do more to divest the 
church of her gayety than any protest of 
tengue or pen. 

We frequently hear it remarked that we 
should dress in such a way as not to attract 
attention by our peculiarity. The rule has, 
for its basis, policy rather than the truth. In 
this day of open worldliness in the church, 
when Christian simplicity is almost ignored, 
it seems to be impossible for a woman to 
dress as becometh one professing godliness 
and not be peculiar. Fashion is regulated 
by motives of carnality ; the dress of a holy | 
woman should be regulated by motives of de- 
votion to God. In the nature of the case, the | 
results must be widely different. But let us| 
be careful that our peculiarity can be clearly | 
traced to a principle consistent with common | 
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sense and an enlightened judgment, that a 
the mouths of gainsayers may be stopped. 

An article recently appeared in the Worker 
written by “a little one,” bearing largely on 
this subject, in which reference is made to 
the position of the Methodist Church upon 
this question thirty years ago, and the oppo- 
site extreme at the present day. The writer 
remembered “the ng when no Methodist 
woman was allowed to enter a love-feast with 
the smallest article of jewelry or flowers, ruf- 
fles or feathers adorning her person.” That 
there has been in this Beloved denomination 
a great reaction in this respect, is fully grant 
ed, and it may be the above quotation con- 
tains a hint of one reason, to which we may 
do well to take heed. Compulsion without 
convincement, whether it be in families or 
churches, is almost invariably followed, in 
time, by license. 

The Christian church has suffered much, 
and in various ways, by unfaithfulness to 
principle in the matter of dress—our own So 
ciety not the least, I fear, in proportion to 
our numbers. We have been spared from 
much ap t gayety, but we have not been 
preserved from intolerance and harsh judg 
ment, “after the outward appearance.’ 
many instances in the history of our Society, 
the cut of a man’s coat has been allowed to 
hinder the exercise of his gift in the ministry, 
or to close the ears of the people against the 
—- the Lord hath laid upon anointed 
lips ow much of blessing we have thus 
been robbed of, eternity alone will tell. 

Again, our peculiar dress is often spoken of 
as a “hedge,” and perhaps it has, in many 
instances, prevented our young people from 
going into unprofitable society, where their 


i- | singular costume would have been ridiculed; 


but it appears to me not well to make this 
motive prominent, inasmuch as God has ap 
pointed salvation for walls and bulwarks. The 
true line of separation between our souls and 
worldliness must be first drawn upon the 
affections and desires of our hearts. 
teaching that tends to remove our dependence 
for salvation and preservation in any degree 
from Christ only, is a positive injury to the 
church. We will never be a preserved pec 
ple until we are a saved people, whose only 
confidence is in the Lord. Conformity to the 
world is indeed forbidden, and transformation 
commanded; but let us bear in mind this 
transformation is not reached from without, 
but is attained by the renewing of our minds. 
We not unfrequently hear it said that our 
dress should be such as that we may be re 
cognized as Friends. I would venture to put 
the plea on a still broader and higher plane. 
Let our whole appearance be such “as be 
cometh saints.” Let us maintain the pre 
cepts of our Divine Master, not in the name 
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of Quakerism, but in the name of Christian- | recently deceased, whom he termed “a 
ity, so that our sister denominations may be /| tern in the church of Christ,” and who 


admonished by our adherence to a principle 
that is equally binding upon them as upon us. 


at- 
ad 
previously published his Apology, a work 
also highly commended by William Penn and 
Sometimes it is urged that the peculiar|others. In his Apology he laid down this 
dress of Friends is in some degree a protec- | principle, which has been widely adopted b 
tion to our women when they are travelling | the Society for nearly two centuries: “ We 
unattended. I doubt not this has been true | are willing that al/ our doctrines and practices 
to a large extent. I am glad the world under- | be tried by the Scriptures as rHE JUDGE and 
stands us to be a moral people, and respects|resr; and that whatsoever any do, pretend- 
us as such ; I would to God its strongholds of| ing to the Spirit, which is contrary to the 
sin could be more effectually shaken by our | Scriptures, be accounted and reckoned a delu- 
spiritual power, and they will be when our | sion of the devil.” It would seem impossible 
experience becomes such that our dependence | to lay down any other standard; for while 
will be, at all times, and in all places, and for|the Holy Spirit is indeed infallible, man’s 
all things, solely in the living God. | perception of that Spirit’s guidance is very 
I offer these reflections upon this subject, | fallible; and it would be impossible to settle 
not in any spirit of fault-finding, surely not | any controversy either in doctrine or practice, 
in criticism of those who have always adhered | so long as each should claim his own percep- 
to our peculiar dress, and see no reason for a | tion as the standard. 
change; but I do exceedingly value the tes-| Allow me to add a few remarks in relation 
timony we profess to bear, as a people, for | to another article in the same number (p. 299), 
Christian simplicity. I believe it is as much | copied from the London Friend. This arti- 
a part of God’s truth as any doctrine we up-| cle seems to need some additional information 


hold. As I see the distinguishing dress of 
the Society that has been so long insisted 
upon rapidly disappearing, and see that it 
would be impossible to retain it even if we 
would, I am brought to desire more deeply 


when it speaks of heresies having crept into 
the Church of England, in spite of confessions 
of faith. Now it is worthy of remark that 
of the millions of members of the Church of 
England, a very small portion have left it on 


than I can express, that all who love the| account of Unitarianism or Deism; while in 
truth may begin at once to teach by precept, | the Society of Friends, counted only by thou- 
and exemplify by practice, plainness regu-|sauds, most of the secessions have been on 
these grounds. I think there is no parallel 
'in all history to the great secession of over 
30,000 members, led off by those who denied 
the Lord that bought them, and including 
about one-third of the whole Society. A cor- 
responding secession from the Church of Eng- 
|land would have to include millions. What 
'is the reason of this great disparity? One 
Among the many excellent articles which | has required a confession of faith, the other 
have lately appeared in Friends’ Review, I|not. Nearly the same remarks apply to the 
observe in one recent number (p. 301), an ex- | other evangelical societies. 
tract from George Fox, from the heading of| It is very much to be regretted that the 
which I infer that the correspondent who fur- | Society that we esteem as more correct in be- 
nished it has probably mistaken in part) lief than any other, should have left this door 
George Fox’s meaning. I suppose he referred | wide open, and that desolation, as a conse- 
only to the latter portion of the priest’s asser- | quence, has swept the Society. 
tion, where he spoke of the Scriptures as a| Another remark, in the last article referred 
test to try doctrines by. It seems hardly | to, that “there could be a self-denying disci- 
possible that he should have overlooked the | ple, most fit for the church’s service,” who 
explanation of what the Apostle Peter meant, | would decline to subscribe to the omnipotence 
in the next verse (2 Peter i. 20), where he| of God, so often declared in Scripture, is a 
expressly refers to the Scriptures by name. | strange position to take in a Friends’ journal. 
It has often happened that whea the Lord's | Every minister, at least, ought to be able to 
servants have had special aud peculiar mes-| satisfy his friends, before he goes out to 
sages for certain occasions, the application | preach the Gospel, that he really believes 
Was suited only to that particular time. Es-| that Gospel. T. 
pecially if that occasion be one of controversy 
and dispute, it is hardly safe to make any of 
the remarks a standard or rule. Forty-two! A New Creation.—Judaism supposed the 
years after this occurrence, George Fox wrote | purifying of human nature to be possible; it 
& testimony relative to Robert Barclay, then) was one unceasing wash, wash, wash —“ divers 


lated by a principle rather than plainness 
regulated by a form. 


ALum Crrek, Seventh mo., 1875. 
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washings, carnal ordinances”—that is, ordi- | 
nances pertaining to the flesh—‘ which could 
not make him that did the service perfect, as 
pertaining to the conscience”; could not 
“extract every stuin.” We must die and rise 
again—a new creation in Christ Jesus; and a 
new creature is a very different thing from the 
old creature with every stain extracted. 
Legality is the attempt to extract every stain 
from old Adam, leprous from heart to skin, 
from head to foot full of wounds and bruises 
and putrefying sores. Christianity is the 
giving over the corrupt thing to death and 
the grave, and raising up a new creation from 
the One Seed, Jesus Christ, the only living 
Corn of wheat out of the whole harvest of 
mankind.— The (London) Christian. 


—————— +e ne 


BARCLAY ON WORSHIP. | 

[Our attention has been called to some sen- | 
tences in R. Barclay's Apology, directly con- | 
nected with those quoted in one of the essays | 
upon the “ Liberty of the Spirit,” recently | 
published by us; and by which Barclay’s | 
view of the conditions important for Christian 


Robert Barclay’s expressions concerning 
“fortial customary singing” and “ artificial 


/music” in connection with public worship, 


are too familiar to the readers of Friends’ 
Review to need to be repeated at the present 
time. They occur in the XXVI Section of 
the discussion of his Proposition XI, on Wor- 
ship, in the Apology. 

A similar conviction to his, appeared to be 
indicated at one of the meetings held by D. 
L. Moody and I. D. Sankey ; when the latter, 
asking those who could sincerely do it, to join 
in singing a hymn of strong trust in Christ, 
discouraged others from doing so; with the 
emphatic words, “ Don’t sing a lie.” 


ome 


From The Boston Journal of Chemistry. 

SUN-SPOTS AND THE GRAIN MARKET. 

The German astronomer Schwabe, who 
watched the spots on the sun every fair day 
for about forty years, discovered that they 
occur with greater frequency at regular inter- 
vals of about eleven years. For five years or 
more they increase in number until they reach 
|a maximum, and then they decrease for a 


worship is still farther extended. While the| similar period toa minimum. This discovery 
citation of these passages was not necessary | was followed by another no less remarkable ; 
to the object of the essays referred to, we| namely, that the daily variation of the mag- 
willirgly give place to them at present, being | netic needle has a period of about eleven 
desirous of doing full justice to the testimony | years, and the time of greatest variation coin- 


of eurly Friends upon the subject —£d. cides with the maximum of the sun-spots. It 


Friends’ Review.) is also found that magnetic storms and the 
From Barclay’s Apology, London edition, | aurora have similar cycles, with maxima oc- 
1692, p. 448.—. . “Yet we judge it|curring at the same time with that of the 
neediul, there be in the first place, some times spots. Our readers doubtless remember the 
of Silence, during which every one may be| interesting observations of Professor Young, 
gathered inward to the Word and Gift of| first published in this Journal, showing that 
Grace, from which he that ministreth, may re-| sudden outbursts in the solar atmosphere were 
ceivestrength to bring forth what he ministreth ; | accompanied by remarkable disturbance of 
and that they that hear, may have a sensé_to| the magnetic needle. 
discern betwixt the precious and the vile ; and; At the late meeting of the British Associa- 
not to hurry into the exercise of these things, | tion at Bristol, Professor Jevons read a paper 
so soon as the Bell rings, as other Christians | upon certain less direct and very curious rela- 
do. Yea, and we doubt not, but assuredly ‘tions between the solar spots and terrestrial 
know, that the Meeting may be good and re-|events. After alluding to the attempts made 
freshful, though from the sitting down to the | by Mr. Carrington to trace a connection be- 
rising up thereof, there hath not been a word | tween the price of grain and the variation in 
as outwardly spoken; and yet Life may have | the sun-spots during portions of the last and 
been known to abound in each Particular,| the present centuries, he remarked that Mr. 


and an inward growing up therein, and there- | 
by; yea, so as words might have been spoken | 
acceptably, and from the life: yet there being | 
no absolute Necessitylaid upon any so to do, all 
might have rather chosen quietly and silently | 
to possess and enjoy the Lord in themeelves. | 
Which is very sweet and comfortable to the} 
Soul, that hath thus learned to be gathered | 
out of all its own thoughts and workings, to 


Schuster had pointed out that seasons remark- 
able for good vintages in Europe had oc- 
curred at intervals approximating to eleven 
years, the average length of the principal sun- 
spot period. The elaborate collection of the 
prices of commodities in all parts of England 
between the years 1259 and 1400, published in 


| Professor Rogers’ “History of Agriculture 


and Prices in Eugland,” appears to afford 


feel the Lord to bring forth the Will and the| the best data for deciding whether the sun- 
Deed ; which many can declare by a blessed | spot period influeices the price of corn. For 


experience.” this purpose, tables of the average prices of 
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| 
wheat and other grain, expressed in grains of| plucked and eaten by visitors from August 
pure silver, were used. Each series of prices| 15th to January 26th.—Santa Barbara ( Cal.) 


was divided into intervals of eleven years, 
which were ranged under each other and 
averaged, so as to give the average of the 
successive years, the commencement of the 
period being arbitrarily assumed. It is found 
that the price of eac kiad of produce exam- 
ined rises in the first four years, but after- 
wards falls. It is further shown that the 
maximum prices are found to fall into the 
tenth, eleventh, first, second, and third years 
of the assumed eleven year period. These 
results are to be looked upon as only prelimi- 
nary, and need further investigation. It is 
also pointed out that commercial panics have 
tended to recur during the last fifty-four 
years io a distinctly periodic manner. The 
average length of interval between the prin- 
cipal panics is about 10.8 years, nearly coin- 
ciding with the length of the solar-spot period. 
If Professor Balfour Stewart is right in hold- 
ing that the sun-spot variation depends on the 
configurations of the planets, it would appear 
that these configurations are the remote cause 
of the greatest commercial disasters. The 
modern astronomer thus returas by a new 
road to the ancient astrologer’s belief in the 
influence of the heavenly bodies upoa human 
affairs. 


CALIFORNIA’s CENTENNIAL GRAPE-VINE. 
—The big grape-vine which is to be exhibited 
at the Philadelphia Exposition has after sev- 
eral weeks of labor been dug up, divided into 
sections, and boxed for transportation. This 
famous vine is without doubt the largest in 
the world. The celebrated vine at Hampton 
Court, England, which grew under glass, is 
nine inches in diameter three feet from the 
ground, and nearer to the ground has a 
measurement of eighteen inches in diameter 
or fifty-six inches in circumference, while its 
foliage has long covered a space equal to ten 
thousand square feet. The Hampton Court vine 
produces annually from 1,500 to 2,000 pounds 
of grapes. The product of this [California] 
vine has often reached the immense number oi 
7,500 clusters, of an average weight of 13 
pounds each, or nearly 12,000 pounds. It is 
of the variety known as the mission grape, 
and was planted by Dona Maria Marcelina 
de Dominguez, at the birth of a child, accord- 
ing to the custom of the country. Its age is 
between fifty and sixty years. There still re- 
mains in the same neighborhood another vine 
which also outranks the Hampton Court vine, 
being now sixteen years old, and sixteen 
inches in diameter three feet from the ground, 
aud making growth at the rate of an inch in 
diameter annually. Last year it furnished 
8,000 to 10,000 pounds of grapes, which were 


| Press. 


THE BIBLE IN MADAGASCAR. 


Extract from a Letter from Charles Fukes. 





“For some time we have been without 
Bibles; and when people came to us to buy a 
copy, we had to say to them, ‘I haven’t a 
copy to sell to you, even if you were to offer 
a thousand dollars for it.’ A few months ago 
the Bible Society kindly sent out several 
cases of Bibles, which we sold at a shilling 
each copy. There was such a rush for these pre- 
cious volumes! For three or four days we were 
engaged constantly in selling them, during 
which time we sold a few thousands. One 
poor man came a long distance to buy a 
Bible, but when he reached the capital he 
found he had not sufficient money. What do 
you think he did? He ran to the market- 
place, took the shirt from his back, and sold 
it for a few pence, and then went straight 
away and purchased a Bible with the money, 
and away he went home rejoicing over his 
treasure. 

“We are very thankful the Malagasy are 
so anxious to possess Bibles—and they do 
prize that Book more than any other,—but 
we want, above all things, to see them receiv- 
ing the truth into their hearts, in the love of 
it. Many have already done this, and are 
now rejoicing in the knowledge that they are 
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus. 
In one of our villages there is a blind girl, 
who has never been able to see a single letter 
of God’s word; yet she knows more of its 
contents than many who can read it. From 
listening to others reading, she has learnt 
vhole chapters of the New Testament, and 
can repeat them quite correctly from memory; 
she can tell you the chapter and verse where 
to find her favorite texts; and she uses her 
knowledge well, in inducing hor friends and 
those round about her to seek the Saviour she 
loves so much.” 


> 


Henry Boerum, supposed to be the oldest 
clergyman in the world, died recently near 
Richmond, Staten Island. He was born in 
Conestoga (now Pequea) township, Lancaster 
county, Pa., June 8th, 1775. His grand- 
father and father were both clergymen, the 
latter a Mennonite, and one of the organizers 
of the United Brethren Church. Henry 

| Boehm joined the Methodist Church in 1798, 
and in 1800 he first attended Conference, and 
|shortly afterwards began his labors as an 
itinerant Methodist preacher. He served in 
the ministry of Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland and New Jersey, and was early in 
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life the travelling companion of Bishop 
Asbury. On the 8th of June last a special 
session of the Newark Methodist Episcopal 
Conference was held in the York Street 
Church, Jersey City, for the purpose of cele- 
brating the one-hundredth anniversary of his 
birth. Father Boehm has been on the list of 
supernumerary preachers since 1842, although 
he continued to preach occasionally up to a 
few weeks age Delly Paper. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MO. 15, 1876. 


HaAvVERFORD CoLLEGE.—So much success 
has attended the endeavors recently made to 
procure means for extending and improving 
the resources and arrangements of this im- 
portant institution, that no doubt remains 
but that the principal objects immediately in 
view will be attained. We cannot better 
make our readers acquainted with the present 
state of affairs concerning the College, than 
by reprinting the main portions of a c'rcular 
just issued on bebalf of the Alumni Associa- 
tion. 

The managers and other friends of Haver- 
ford College have been forcibly impressed 
with the desirableness of extending the use- 
fulness of the Institution by enlarging its 
facilities for instruction, and by placing it as 
regards accommodation for students upon an 
equality with other colleges of a similar char- 
acter. With this object in view it is proposed 
to erect a new building, to be devoted princi- 
pally to dormitories and private study rooms, 
one for every two students. 

Upon the ecmpletion of this structure the 
old building wil! be altered and remodeled so 
as to afford more commodious and better 
ventilated recitation rooms, and a museum in 
which the mineralogical and other collections 
belonging to the college may be effectively 
displayed and studied. 

The change proposed is of great import- 
ance, for the present building is generally 
acknowledged to be exceedingly inconvenient 
and ill-adapted to the requirements of the 
college. 

Private study rooms will enable a much 
greater amount of study—vigorous study that 
is to be of permanent value—to be performed 
than can be accomplished under the present 
arrangement. 


| 
Moreover some persons have been deterred | 


from placing their sons at Haverford upon 
finding the acecmmodations so much inferior 
to thote afforded by most colleges at the pres- 
ent day. 
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It is also thought that these changes will 
cause an increased attendance of students suf- 
ficient to warrant a reduction in price of 
board and tuition. 

The whole subject was introduced to the 
attention of the Alumni Association at its 
last annual meeting, and deep interest having 
been manifested in the undertaking, the 
undersigned were appointed as a committee 
of the Association to assist the Building Com- 
mittee of the managers in obtaining the ne- 
cessary funds. 

It is earnestly desired that the members of 
the Association and other friends of the col- 
lege will feel sufficiently interested in the 
proposed improvements to offer subscriptions 
for the purpose, so that the plans may be car- 
ried out on a liberal scale and in the most 
approved manner. . .. . 

It is hoped that at least one hundred thou- 
sand dollars ($100,000), will be obtained for 
the above purpose, of which sum about $67,- 
000 have already thus far been subscribed, 
leaving a balance of $33,000 yet to be raised. 

Subscriptions to any amount will be re- 
ceived by any of the Alumni Building Com- 
mittee. , 

Charles S. Taylor, Burlington, N. J. 
Barth. W. Beesley, 731 Walnut St., Phila. 
Walter Wood, 400 Chestnut St., Phila. 
Frederick W. Morris, 1608 Market St., Phila. 
Howard Comfort, 231 Market St., Phila. 
Reuben Haines, Haines St., Germantown, Pa. 
William H. Gibbons, Coatesville, Pa. 
Executive Sub- Committee. 


KANSAS YEARLY MEETING.—From the printed 
Minutes, lately received, we may amplify our 
account given in Eleventh month last. 

The Meeting united with the recommendations 
of the following report, viz.: 


The Committee to whom was referred the sub- 
ject of returning minutes for Friends in attend- 
ance from other Yearly Meetings, report that way 
has not opened to pursue the usual mode of 
separate returning minutes to ministers in attend- 
ance, and after careful consideration of the whole 
subject, we are united in proposing that hereafter 
the Clerk make a general minute, including the 
names and position of all those in attendance, 
with credentials, from other Yearly Meetings, in- 
cluding the name of the Meeting, and, if practi- 
| ble, of the State from which they come, and if 
way opens, or by direction of the Meeting, the 
‘said minute may include the names of Friends 
without credentials, in attendance from other 
| Yearly Meetings ; and on application of any one 
interested, the Clerk be directed to furnish a copy 
of said minute. 
| An essay of an Epistle to be addressed to each 
of the Yearly Meetings of London, Dublin, New 
England, New York, Baltimore, North Carolina, 
| Ohio, Western, Indiana, Iowa and Canada, has 
been read and adopted. . . . [The Clerk] is also di- 
rected to insert postscripts in the Epistles to Indiana 
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and Western Yearly Meetings, informing each of 
them of the conclusion of this Meeting upon its 
proposition. He is also directed to acknowledge 
to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting on behalf of this 
Meeting, its sense of the brotherly kindness of 
Friends of that Yearly Meeting in the prompt- 
ness and liberality with which they have minis- 
tered to our necessities occasioned by the loss of 
crops last year. 


The following paragraphs are extracted from 
the Report of the Executive Committee on Relief. 


To the Meeting for Sufferings:—In pursuance of | 


the object of their appointment the committee 
continued to give attention to the work as indi- 
cated in our report of 3rd month last. Our exer- 
tions at that time were directed, in addition to 
providing for the sustenance of human life, to 
the larger work of providing seed for the spring 
planting, and feed for the work animals, in order 
that the necessary preparation might be made for 
securing a crop the present season. In this we 
believe we were reasonably successful, and that 
all Friends whose necessities have come to our 
knowledge, were furnished with an amount suffi- 
cient to enable them to plant at least an average 
acreage of crops. The season has been remark- 
ably favorable, and in a large portion of the ter- 
ritory to which our labors have been directed, the 
growth of crops proceeded without interruption 
to the development of wonderfully bountiful 
harvests. But in the eastern portion of our terri- 
tory, embracing fully one-half of the member- 
ship of our Yearly Meeting, very soon after the 
starting of crops in the spring, young grasshop- 
pers made their appearance in most astonishing 
numbers. The result was the total destruction 
during the sth and early part of the 6th month, 
of nearly all the spring-planted crops, and much 
of the wheat, in most of this district ; thus impos- 
ing a necessity more urgent than the first, for an 
additional supply of seed for a second, and in 
many cases even a third and fourth planting. 
Through the renewed liberality of ovr distant 
brethren, whose kindness seemed at all times 
only measured by our necessities, this additional 
and unexpected want was as far as practicable 
also supplied. . 

Through the persevering efforts of our people, 
and the wonderful manifestations of Divine | 
favor, our country is now rejoicing in crops the | 
most abundant and of a growth and development | 
the most wonderful that has ever occurred in the | 
dtate. 

Our treasurer's books show 

Total of receipts in money $13,544.33 
Total of disbursements 12,856 42 


salance on hand..$ 687.91 


The receipts were from the following sources, 
viz. 








Received from Friends of Philadelphia Y. M.......$5,689 02 
a r C New York ee 1,963.8 
e New England ‘ 2,020.85 
: Baltimore “ 535.00 
Pe = Ohio “ 977 47 
ce ; Indiana - 741.22 
: 7 Western oo 637.63 
= " Iowa 7" 229.30 
vi = Canada ° 233.21 
2 sie = Kansas - 10.50 
; o . London es 206.18 
$13,544.33 

[The above figures only include amounts | 
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which passed through the hands of the Executive 
Committee. Many Friends of Kansas Yearly 
Meeting distributed liberally amongst their own 
neighbors, and no doubt, much was also con- 
tributed by Friends elsewhere and forwarded 
through other channels. | ' 

Our reports show that about four hundred fami- 
lies have been almost entirely dependent for 
their subsistence, throughout the winter and 
spring, upon the means furnished through our 
agency, and that about 300 more have received 
occasional assistance. Whilst our efforts have 
been directed first and mainly to supplying the 
necessities of Friends, yet attention has been 
given to rendering assistance to many of their 
neighbors in like unfortunate circumstances, and 
it is believed that of those mentioned as receiv- 
ing occasional relief, at least two-thirds are of 
this class. 

The work in which we have been engaged has 
proved to be of much greater magnitude than we 
were at first able to apprehend. As the field before 
us widened and extended, as the season advanced, 
the heavy demands for assistance that seemed 
necessary in order to prevent suffering among 
our brethren, as compared with the limited 
means at our command, at times seemed almost 
appalling, and many close trials have attended 
our efforts. But our hearts have been contrited 
and made to rejoice in humble thankfulness and 
gratitude to our Heavenly Father, in that way has 
been opened where there seemed to be no way, 
and through the instrumentality of our dear dis- 
tant brethren whose liberality never seemed to 
flag whilst necessity existed, contributions seemed 
to keep pace with the increasing demand; thus 
introducing us into an humbling and grateful 
sense of our dependence upon His all-bountiful 
hand for all our blessings. : 

Now that our land has been in so short a period 
transformed from a condition of the most de- 


| pendent want to that of overflowing plenty, our 
| he 


arts are ready to exclaim in the language of 
the Psalmist : “Great and marvellous are Thy 
works, Lord God Almighty, just and true are all 
Thy ways, Thou King of Saints.” 
Submitted to the meeting, 
W. HADLEY, 
FRANCIS A. WRIGHT, 
JONATHAN WILSON. 
LAWRENCE, 10th mo., 7th, 1875. 


- 


THe CHRISTIAN REFORMER AND Non-Rit- 
UALIST.—The first number of this new paper has 
been issued, dating the first day of the new year. 
William B. Orvis, Minister of the Gospel, is an- 


nounced as editor and publisher. It is a large 
four-paged sheet, of good paper, very well 
printed. The editor's share in the composition of 


this number is large, amounting to more than 
seven columns; the greater part occurring under 
the heading of ‘ Preacher's Desk.’ In his discourse 
upon the topic of ‘“ Baptizing the Nations into 
the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost,” and also 
in his ‘* Salutatory,” the editor sets forth the avé- 
mus of the periodical. We extract the following 
passages from the ‘ Salutatory ”’ : 
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“The Christian Reformer proposes reform 
only as the outgrowth and outworking of the Di- 
vine love enkindled in the human soul, and, 
through this Spirit, ‘‘ begotten of God," it would 
go forth to remedy what is evil, and spread those 
influences which are benign and saving, within 
and beyond the boundaries of all the churches 
of Christ. 

It would remove the obstacles that lie in the 
way of a true Christian unity and fraternity, be- 
cause they are hindrances to the most success- 
ful outworking of the spirit of Christian benevo- 
lence. It will aim to show that in Christ there is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, Greek nor Roman, but 
that all are one, in a high and glorious calling, 
and heirs to a throne whose burnished brightness 
is kindled by the harmonious blending of the 
sanctified thoughts, purposes, affections, and holy 
endeavors of all the redeemed, of all nations, 
creeds and climes. 

It will aim to show that the Christian Dispen- 
sation is a dispensation of spiritual life from God, 
and not one of forms, ceremonies and types. It 
is the great, universal antitype, extending deeper 
down, farther abroad, and heaven-higher, than 
any symbol or type has ever reached. Its centre 
and source is in the bosom of the Divine Love, 
and the universe of intelligences alone marks its 
boundary, its sphere, and its invited and (called 
to be) accepted ones! 

We would set before all churches, and all earn- 
est inquirers, the fulness of the ‘* Higher Christian 
Life,’ as the mark of the prize toward which all 
should press, and the “true Christian baptism,” 
as that baptism of power, and love, and purity, 
and zeal, with which the fulness of the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit will ever inspire us. 

_The empty shadows of Ritualism have occu- 
pied the attention, and gained the affections, 
and even the idolatrous attachment, of too many ; 
let us honestly, earne stly, as candid and Christian 
people, inquire what is truth respecting these 
things, being assured that the truth, when gained, 
will be all luminous with light, love, holiness, 
unity of spirit, and all the graces that can adorn 
man or angel in their blgssed work of love !"’ 

Many well-chosen selections and contributions, 
chiefly religious, fill (with a few advertisements) 
the remainder of the paper. It is to appear 
monthly, at $1.50 for a yearly subscription. Of- 
fice of publication, 738 Sansom street, Philadel- 
phia. 


ee 


MINISTERS ABROAD.—The following is from 
the Monthly Record: 


“Our friend Eli Jones and companions, Henry 
Newman, of Leominster, and Alfred L. Fox, 
of Falmouth, left England for the East, on 
Third-day, the oth of Eleventh month, and after 
a night in Paris, where they pleasantly met our 
homeward-bound friends Braithwaites and Al 
sops, returning from their French and Italian 
mission, the Syrian party proceeded tu Nismes, 
which place they reached safely on Second-day, 
the 15th,” j 

From Congenies, our correspondent writes: 
“You will be glad to hear that eur friend Eli 
Jones has wonderfully pulled up in strength and 
vigor since leaving the damp climate of England 
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and the fogs of London. He has been able to 
take his wonted powerful pait in declaring his 
Lord's message in Montmeyran par Pealoux, 
and here at Congenies. Three meetings held in 
Friends’ meeting-house at Congenies were well 
attended on First-day, the 14th, as was also one 
on Second-day afternoon, and another in the 
evening, not quite so large, but both to satisfac- 
tion,”’ 

On Fifth-day, the 18th, our friends sailed 
from Marseilles, reaching Alexandria in due 
course, and thence by Austrian steamer for 
Beyrout, which place they reached in safety, 
Twelfth month 4th. 


ST SL 


DIED. 


CLARK.—Near Bond Head, Ontario, Canada, on 
the morning of Ninth month Ist, 1875, after a 
lengthened illness, Jane, the beloved wife of Ira ‘ ‘lark, 
in the 64th year of her age; a member and Minister 
of Yonge Street Monthly Meeting. ‘Up to the time of 
her marriage in Ninth month, 1830, her acquaintance 
with Friends had been very limited; after this she be- 
came a regular attendant of their meetings, and as a 
knowledge of their principles increased so did her love 
for them, and soon after they removed to her hus- 
band’s present residence, she sought and obtained a 
membership with Fiiends. Like the Bereans of old, 
she “searched the Scriptures daily ;” in this engage- 
ment, she apprehended she found sufficient justifica- 
tion for exchanging the gayeties of the fashionable life 
in which she had been educated, for the more sober prac- 
tices of Friends. This step she never regretted, indeed, 
to the close of her life. She thought Providence had 
so guided her that she could truly say, her lines had 
fallen in pleasant places, she had a goodly heritage. 
She so prized the privilege of regular meetings for 
worship, that, though she had to travel five miles to 
meeting, the roads often very bad, her seat was 
seldom vacant. She acceptably served the church in 
the station of Elder about ten years, until in the year 
1869, when she was acknowledged as a Minister. Her 
gentle voice was often heard in thanksgiving and 
praise, and as she had long been seemingly treading 
upon the borders of the eternal world, the evident 
approach of the closing scene was no cause of alarm 
to her ; she knew in whom she had trusted, and to the 
enquiry, « Was Jesus still precious to her soul,” she 
replied, «« O, yes, He is a loving Saviour.” The words 
of the poet being repeated tu her, “ Just as | am, &e.,” 
her countenance lighting up with a sweet smile, she 
exclaimed, “ That’s it, Thy blood was shed for me, 
and now I come, I come to thee.” 

COX.—On the 13th of Eighth month, 1875, Amy, 
wife of Solomon Cox, in the 76th year of her age. 
And on the 30th of the same month, Solomon 
Cox, in the 79th year of his age. The above named 
Friends were members of West Union Monthly Meet- 
ing, Morgan Co., Indiana. 

HAZARD —At his residence in Charlotte, Ver- 
mont, on the 26th of Twelfth month, 1875, in the 49th 
year of his age, Oscar Hazard, an active and useful 
member of Ferrisburgh Monthly Meeting. To him 
death had lost its sting; he waited the approach of that 
messenger with the calmness and serenity which true 
religion only can give, and we humbly trust that He 
whom he confessed and s:rved on earth has received 
him into eternal rest in peace. 

VALE.—On the gth of Twelfth month, 1875, at 5an 
José, California, Lydia J., wife of Hiram Webster Vale, 
and daughier of Moses and Sarah Mendenhall, in the 
26th year of her age. ‘The funeral took place Twelfth 
month 17th, at Oskaloosa, lowa; her tormer home. 
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Although not born a member of the Society of Friends, 
yet; when situated so that she could, she was a regular 
attendant of their religious meetings, and was received 
into membership only a few hours previous to her 
death. She was of “a meek and quiet spirit,” and 
trusting in Jesus as her Saviour she expressed perfect 
submission to His will and a calm assurance of a home 
in Heaven. 

VARNEY.—At the residence of his father, Jedediah 
J. Varney, at Unity, Maine, on the 21st of Eleventh mo., 
1875, James G. Varney, aged twenty-six years ; a mem- 
ber of Unity Monthly Meeting. In early life this dear 
Friend manifested a quiet unassuming spirit, and in 
after years was enabled by experience to witness that 
“there is peace in believing and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.” Although his sun went down while it was 
yet day, we believe his work was done, and his freed 
spirit is now swelling the song of the Redeemed in 
Heaven. 


For Friends’ Review. 


THE LOST CONTINENT. 


(Concluded from page 323.) 


One important result of the Treaty so ably 
negotiated by Sir Bartle Frere with the Sul- 
tanof Zanzibar, was that England got rid of the 
former treaties, which, whatever might be the 
intent‘on of the contracting parties, committed 
Great Britain to a compromise with slave- 
trading for which she has been justly cen- 
sured by many enlightened men. 

Since the ratification of the new treaty, the 
Sultan has done honor to himself by his exer- 
tions faithfully to carry out its various stipu- 
Mss es 

Among the many impediments to the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade, and to united efforts 
on behalf of Africa, must be ranked the mis- 
taken impression of many people, that the 
African race is so naturally bad that it can- 
not be improved and elevated. This error 
must mainly be attributed to the demoralizing 
effects of the slave-trade, which has formed an 
evil ring around that great continent, from 
which have spread inwards all the vices of hu- 
manity in its most debased condition. 

In the few parts of Africa where the slave- 
trade has not yet reached, tribes are to be 
found living in order and happiness—culti- 
Vating their lands, and peacefully enjoying 
everything their physical wants require ; of 
Which abundant evidence has been brought to 
light, from the days of Mungo Park to the 
present time. To this Dr. Livingstone occa- 
sionally bears ample testimony. a 

Colonel Cameron, in a published letter, has 
also yiven his experience of the African na- 
lives who have not been made slaves, in the 
following words :— 

“T have lost,” says he, “all idea of color 

ting a sign of inferiority. Many of the 
people I have seen and talked to are very in- 
telligent, and fully recognize the value of 

4ving more trade, and the tales of the lack 





of industry and want of purpose, are only 
true of slaves, and the degraded predatory 
tribes. To see the enormous fields which are 
cultivated entirely with the hoe, and to say 
that these people lack purpose, is impossible. 
Those who say that all the people here are 
drunkards, utter a scandal. The means of 
getting drunk here are plenty enough; buat 
the only people I see drunk bere -_ own 
pagazi and askari, and the slaves an rvants 
of the Arabs, with very few exceptions. Not 
near so many people are drunkards here as in 
England, in proportion to the numbers. Of 
course, living as they do without any religion 
or hopes of a future life, with few wants and 
no resources, they are low in the scale of 
civilization, but they are not rude or brawl- 
ing to strangers. I have never had the slight- 
est incivility offered to me.” eds ce 

Nothing can be more necessary to Africa 
than Christian Missions. Whether those 
which have been established during the past 
thirty years have been conducted on the 
soundest principles it is not necessary here to 
inquire. The great purpose of Christianity is 
not only to prepare man for a future state but 
to elevate and bless him in the present life. 

Those missions which have not been para- 
lyzed or laid waste by slavery have effected 
in particular localities a very large amount of 
good. But many noble efforts in various 
parts of Aftica, which promised well for a 
time, have been destroyed by the slave- 
OM 4a oe 

Dr. Livingstone says: “I would say to 
missionaries, ‘Come on, brethren, to the real 
heathen. You have no idea how brave you 
are till you try.’ Leaving the coast tribes, and 
devoting yourselves heartily to the savages, 
as they are called, you will find, with some 
drawbacks and wickedness,‘a very great deal 
to admire and love. Many statements made 
about them require confirmation. You will 
never see women selling their infants, the 
Arabs never did, nor have I. An asssertion 
of the kind was made by mistake. 

“ Goodness or unselfishness impresses their 
minds more than any kiod of skill or power. 
They say, ‘You have different hearts from 
ours; all black men’s hearts are bad, but 
yours are good.’ The prayer to Jesus for a 
new heart and right spirit at once commends 
itself as appropriate.” a 

An interesting scheme has recently been 
broached, which, if found practicable and 
carried out, must prove of immens* benefit to 
the central portions of Northern Africa. The 
great desert of Sahara is one vast depression, 
upwards of 600 miles in length, and from the 
statements of Dr. Barth, and other eminent 
travellers, it is supposed to be about 140 feet 
below the level of the Atlantic. 

To submerge this, and open water commu- 
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nication with the fertile lands, and abundant 
population of the interior, it is said to be only 
aeeenee to cut through a narrow tract of 
and. ae 

It had in latter times been the settled prac- 
tice of the English government not to allow 
any further extension of the system of Coolie 
immigration from British India into the pos- 


regard to s where slavery has existed. 


sessions " powers, especially so with | 
But this excellent policy has been departed | 


from by the late government, which has 
licensed the traffic to Surinam. Je % 

Under a species of serfdom called “ heeren- 
dienst ” the natives of Java are made to bear 
the expense of a standing army of about 40,- 
000 men, and all colonial expenses, and to 
yield to Holland a clear profit of more than 
two millions sterling annually. 

It is well known that, in addition to the 
greater a of Sumatra, the Moluccas, and 
other islands, and a vast slice of Borneo, 
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as an obstacle to abolition is unreal, it is a 
fact that Islamism has done much to extend 
slavery; but it should be remembered with 
humiliation that the professors of Christianity 
have done much in the same evil direction, 
and that they are not even now clear of re- 
proach. 

The Sultan of Turkey, the Khedive, and 
several of the principal expounders of the 
| Mohammedan religion, have at various times 
unequivocally condemned slavery. A num- 
ber of the latter class have solemnly declared 
that “selling male and female slaves is an 
abomination to the most noble faith,” and 
that they have the authority of Mahomet 
himself for stating “that the worst of men is 
the sellerof men.” ... . 

But it would not be just to lay all the 
blame at the doors of governments. The 
people at large have been greatly at fault for 
want of information. Until within the Jast 
three years a common notion has prevailed 





Holland virtually possesses the whole of the | that the slave-trade was a thing ef the past. 
large island of Java, which, though a Chris-| A great change in this respect bas, however, 
tian government, she has rendered a scandal | now taken place, and a knowledge of the real 
to the civilized world. ams state of Africa has largely increased. 

The early history of Queensland, so far as| When the people of this and the other 
the natives are concerned, like the history of|great nations are properly alive to the sub- 
the other Australian colonies, is written in | ject, statesmen will find that there is such a 
blopd. 4. «+ » thing as a right time to act. Germany and 

“The coolies being thus captured or pro-| Russia stand ready to unite their influence 
cured, let us see how they are treated, or| with that of England. France will probably 
rather let me relate what I know of their treat-| not be behind. As to America, her national 
ment in two places where I have seen the| policy is now anti-slavery. Her interest in 
system at work. 1 have compared | the Eastern nations is not smal!|—her missions 


them to slaves; they are worse off in many 
respec's than if they were slaves. . . . 

» ‘Surely, ifslavery was suppressed in the inter- 
ests of the negro, this infamous traffic ought 
also to be suppressed in the interests of these 
islanders, who are people nearer akin to us by 
race than the negro.” . . . . 

The plea frequently put forth that the 
coolies are benefited by the system, derives no 
support from official returns—a careful ex- 
amination of them plainly shows that, in the 
face of such a death-rate, the system cannot 
be maintained either on economical or moral 
grounds. 

In referring to slavery in the Eastern na- 
tions, allusion is sometimes made to the re- 
ligious difficulty. This, some people believe 


to be a great obstacle in the way of the ex | 
tinction of slavery in the Mussulman coun: | 


tries. Speak to an ordinary Euglishman on 
the subject, be will look grave and taik about 
the Koran; an intelligent Mohammedan, 
however, will frankly tell you slavery is an 
evil institution which must be abolished. 
This is not surprising in view of the fact 


in those countries are numerous and singu- 
| larly successful. 

The whole world needs Africa, it needs the 
produce of her vast and fertile lands. Her 
teeming millions, relieved from the slave- 
trade, and the wild and hopeless desolation 
which it spreads, will find their interest in 
cultivating the soil. 


Africa needs clothing and manufactured 
goods. Europe needs the raw material and 
produce of Africa ; each Continent might and 
‘ought to be a blessing to the other. Even 
| the great famines in India might be prevented 
| by the cultivation of Eastern Africa. 

The evident designs of a beneficent Provi- 
|dence are frustrated by the present state of 
lthings. . : . 





} 


Everything which has passed of late, and 
much that is still passing, indicate that the 
‘time is come for the abolition of this, the 
| greatest evil that ever afflicted mankind. 


| The great work was half done long ago— 
|many circumstances combine to show that 
| with the blessing of the Almighty it may be 


that the Koran strongly commends the virtue | completed now. 


of giving liberty to slaves. 


The time is surely come when this great 


Although this supposed religious difficu'ty | barrier tu the entrance and progress of Chris- 
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tianity may be thrown down to rise no more 
again for ever. 

So will the way be prepared for Africa to 
have her part in the falélment of the words 
of ancient prophecy—“ Violence shall no more 
be heard in thy land, wasting or destruction 
within thy borders, but thou shalt call thy 
walls salvation and thy gates praise.” 





INDIA—PROGRESS—THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. 





Correspondence Illust. Christian Weekly. 
Me our, Souts Inp1a, Oct, 19, 1875. 


In this month of October, in the midst of 
the rainy season, all India is on the qui vive 
regarding the visit of the Prince of Wales. 
Already do we, far off in the mofussil (7. e. the 
country), some 400 miles by rail from the 

t city of Madura, know that he was in 
urin, Italy, on his way to India, only five 
days ago. Madura, the head-quarters of the 
American Board’s Mission in South India, 
expects the honor of the presence of his Royal 
Highness for four hours on the 10th of De- 
cember, and is making great preparations to 
celebrate the event. On the Ist inst., at a 
meeting of the English officials and promi- 
nent Hindoos and Mohammedans, in the! 
= of Tirunalai Naick, in the city of 
adura, no less a sum than 30,500 rupees, or 
more than $15,000 gold, was subscribed to 
make suitable provision for the reception of | 
the Prince. The “South Indian Railway” 
was opened to Madura from Trichinopoly on 
the Ist of last month, and is expected to be 
completed through the Madura and Tinne- 
velly districts to the sea, so the Prince can go 
this way from Madras to inhale the “spicy 
breezes” of “Ceylon’s Isle.” 

In Tinnevelly, connected with two missions 
of the Church of England, is the largest 
number of native Christians that can be 
found in any part of India, and it is expected 
that they will be assembled to show their loy- 
alty and to make as imposing a front as pos- 
sible. The Prince, if kept in health and | 
allowed to carry out the plan of the royal 
tour, will see eee and tens of thous- 
ands whose foreheads are covered with the 
white ashes of cow-dung, the sign of the god 
Siva, as with the trident-shaped yellow marks | 
of the vile god Vishnu, who, connected with | 
his ten incarnations, is more worshipped than | 
any other Hindoo deity. While seeing the| 
myriads with these marks of superstition and 
degradation, we thank God that in Tinnevelly | 
His Highness may behold thousands free from 
them, and called by the only name given | 
under heaven among men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

Alas, that there is in the city of Madura a| 
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Hindoo temple which, with the buildings con- 
nected, covers a space of about fourteen acres, 
and has a wall surrounding it nearly forty 
feet in height. Of course, it is the home of 
base idolatry and the centre of degrading 
Hindoo abominations. Its patrons and ser- 
vants are, on their own account it is said, to 
spend ten thousand rupees in cleaning, orna- 
mentation and show. But, however much 
idolatry may garnish itself, it can hardly fail 
to receive damage by the Prince’s visit. Some 
of the native rajahs will erect public build- 
ings in honor of thé Prince, for schools, hos- 
pitals, and the poor, which will bring enlight- 
enment and works of love and mercy to 
many. 

The Rajah of Vencatagherry, whose home 
is not fifty miles from Vellore, a station of 
the Arcot Mission of the Reformed Board, in 
addition to other festivities, as a more lasting 
token of His Royal Highness’ visit to India 
will open a poorhouse, where the lame, the 
blind, the aged, the sick, and the helpless 
poor will be fed in a building set apart for 
the purpose. A board will be put up in the 
most conspicuous part of the building, com- 
memorating the fact that the institution was 
opened to be continued forever in honor of 


| the Prince. 


Could the Prince of Wales see India as it 
was in the time of the Honorable East India 
Company’s rule, and especially in the days of 
the loug reign of sixty years of his great- 
grendfether, King George III., he would find 
not a little in the present to give him cheer- 
fulness and joy. In those old times it fre- 
queutly took fourteen months for a ship to 
arrive from London; now the mail comes in 
but little more than that number of days. 
Then the postage on a letter from Calcutta to 
Bombay was five rupees; now it is 1-160 of 
that sum ; and for this trifle of one and one- 
half cents a letter goes from Cape Comorin 
to Simla on the Himalaya mountains, the 
cheapest postage in the world for this one- 
sixth of earth’s myriads. Praise God for this 
great boon given to India by the honored 
mother of the Prince of Wales. 

Only twenty-two and one-half years ago, 
(three days since), was the first piece of rail- 
way in India thrown open to the public. It 
was at Bombay, and the distance about 
twenty miles. Now there are over 6,200 
miles in operation, and last year twenty-four 
and one-quarter millions, in round numbers, 
was the total of passengers. And still there 
are nine lines in process of construction, 
which will bring the whole number to over 
8,000 miles. What a contrast is railway 
travelling to the old days of the palanquin 
and the slower ox-cart. 

Education is wonderfully advanced as com- 
pared with former days. Early in the year I 
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saw many young Hindoos, who had taken de | fulness of the Scriptures. He also wrote nu- 
grees at the university, receive prizes at the| merous tracts and distributed them far and 
hand of Lord Hobart, Governor of Madras,| wide. During his infidel days he had preach- 
whose lamented death occurred eight days|ed at Kennett Square and at other points 
after. Some years since it was said of the|in our county, and three years ago he went 
university at Calcutta that in point of num-| over the same ground endeavoring, as he 
bers it was the most influential university in|said, “to undo the mischief that he had 
the world. Alas, that all this government| done.” His discourse at Kennett Square was 
education is without the Bible. T.S.B. | delivered in the Presbyterian Church, which 
was crowded to hear him, many of the au- 
dience being those who had listened to him 
DEATH OF JOSEPH BARKER. (on the occasion of his former visit, and some 
' | of them were his followers. 

Joseph Barker, well known in thiscountry,! He continued his labors thus till his death, 
first as a preacher of infidelity, and after-| and it was his constant regret that he could 
wards as an expounder of the Gospel he had} not gather up all his infidel tracts and destroy 
so long maligned, died lately at the residence | them, and entirely counteract the influence of 
of his son, in Omaha, Nebraska. The life of | his former preaching. 

Joseph Barker was an eventful one,and in} When he was stricken down a short time 
many respects he was a remarkable man. He| since, and a few days before his death, he 
was aun Englishman by birth, but came to| made a final arrangement of his affairs, and 
this country when quite young, and passed feeling that paralysis was approaching, he 
his youth in Kansas. He early became a} called his oldest son, Mr. Gilbert, his lawyer, 
convert to the M. E. Church, and studying| and Mr. Kellom, one of his trustees, to his 
for the ministry was ordained and appointed | bedside, and said: “I feel that I am ap- 
pastor of a c ngregation. He was soon in | proaching my end, and I desire that you 
collision with the church because of his pe-| should receive my last words and be witness 
culiar views. After reasoning with him and) to them. I wish you to witness that I am in 
using all pacific measures to bring him back | my right mind and fully understand what | 
to the doctrines of the creed, he was as a last have just been doing, that I die in the firm 
act of discipline suspended from the ministry.| and full belief of Jesus Christ, and in the 
Angered at this, he sought to establish a sect} faith and love of His religion as revealed to 
of his own, and failed; and brooding over his jus by his life and works, as described in the 
disappointment became entirely estranged | New Testament: that I have au abiding faith 
from the church, and finally drifted into infi-| in and love of God, as God is revealed to us 
delity. He soon began to preach bis new by His son Jesus Christ, and I die trusting in 
doctrine both orally and by the aid of pam- | God’s infinite love and mercy and in full 
phlets, which were printed and sown broad- | faith of a future and better life. I am sorry 
cast over the land. He travelled over much | for my past errors, but during the last years 
of the Union, and lectured in all the large | of my life I have striven to undo the harm 
cities. As a debater he had few equals. He I did, by doing all I was able to serve God by 
clung tenaciously to his point and nothing | showing the beauty and wisdom of the relig- 
could ruffle his temper. By reason of this| jon of His son Jesus Christ. I wish you to 
armor he was enabled to gain great allvantage, } write down and witness this my last confession 


and was looked upon as a formidable oppo- | of faith, that there may be no doubt about it.” 
nent of the Christian religion. His celebrated | — Late Paper. 


argument with a noted clergyman in Phila- eae 

delphia, in which debate he was acknowledg-| Contents or A KitcHEen-MippEen.—Prof. 
ed the victor, gained him great notoriety. | Coupe lately exhibited to the Academy of Nat- 
Some years later he visited his home in Eng-| ural Sciences of Philadelphia a collection of 
land, and while there became connected with | animal remains, fragments of pottery, flint 
an infidel publication. While engaged in| arrow-heads, etc., taken from an Indian kit 
this labor his mind underwent another great|chen-midien in Charles County, Md. The 
revolution. As he himself says, it was while | auimal remains included the bones of sevet- 
searching the Scriptures for the purpose of| teen species of vertebrata and two of shells. 
discovering points of attack that he was|Of the vertebrates four were mammals, two 
struck. with the grace and simplicity of the| birds, four reptiles, and seven fishes. The 
Gospel, and was finally led to see the errors of| mammals were the Virginia deer, raccoo?, 
his life and to once more embrace the religion | gray squirrel, and opossum. Most of the 
of Christ. He returned to the United States | deer-bones had been split into pieces length- 
and visited localities where he had preached | wise for the purpose of extracting the mat 
infidelity, relating the wonderful change that| row. The birds were represented by a num 
he had experienced, and affirming the truth-| ber of parts of the turkey, and the tarsometa- 
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tarsus of some natatorial bird of the size of a 
widgeon. The reptiles were all turtles, and 
included the snapper, the box-tortoise, and 
two emydes. The fishes represented were the 
sturgeon and the gar, there were also numer- 
ous bones of siluroid fishes of at least two 
species. The mollusks were Unio purpureus 
and Mesodon albolabris. 

—_ > 


A FENCE STORY. 





A man who prided himself on his morality, 
and expected to be saved ‘by it, who was con- 
stantly saying, “I am doing pretty well, on 
the whole. I sometimes get mad and swear, 
but then I am strictly honest. I work on 
Sunday when [ am particularly busy, but [| 
give a good deal to the poor, and I never was | 
drunk in my life;” this man hired a canny 
Scotchman to build a fence around his pas- 
ture lot. He gave him very particular di- 
rections. In the evening, when the Scotch- 
man came in from work, the man said: 
“Well, Jock, is the fence built, and is it tight 
and strong?” “I canna say that it is all tight 
and strong,” Jock replied, “but it’s a good 
average fence, anyhow. If some parts of it 
are a little weak, other parts are extra strong. 
I don’t know but I may have left a gap here 
and there a yard wide or so; but then I made 
up for it by doubling the number of rails on 
each side of the gap. 1 dare say that the 
cattle will find it a good fence on the whole, 
and will like it, though I canna just say that 
it is perfect in every part.” ‘“ What!’ cried 
the man, not seeing the point, “ Do you tell 
me that you have built a fence around my 
lot with weak places in it, and gaps in it? 
Why you might as well build no fence at all. 
If there is one opening, or a place where an 
opening can be made, the eattle will be sure 
to find it, and all yothrough. Don’t you know, 
man, that a fence must be perfect, or it is 
worthless ?” 

“T used to think so,” said the dry Scotch- 
man, “but I hear you talk so much about 
averaging matters with the Lord, it seemed to 
me that we might try it with the cattle. If 
an average fence won’t do for them, I am 


ina’ ._ | Who brought th ssage of good will to men; 
afraid that an average character won’t do in| ae a ene © 


the day of judgment. When I was on ship- 
board, and a storm was driving us on the| 
rocks, the captain cried : ‘ Let go the anchor!’ 
But the mate shouted back: ‘There is a| 
broken link in the cable.’ 
say, when he heard that: ‘ No matter, it’s only | 
one link. The rest of the chain is good. 
Ninety-nine of a hundred links arestrong. Its 
average is high. 
of being perfect. Surely the anchor ought to | 
respect so excellent a chain, and not break 
away from it? 


‘Get another chain!’ He knew that a chain | 





Shall shake the roof above the prostrate throng. 


The men of blood, whose crimes affront the skies, 
Did the captain | Amid the joyous strains, and, when they rise, 


To waste the land in His most holy Name. 


It only lacks one per cent | O’er realms unlearned in warfare’s cruel arts, 
To tasks of peaceful hands and loving hearts, 


No, indeed; he shouted: Well may the nations say that Christ is born. 
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with one broken link was no chain at all. $73 
That he might as well throw the anchor over- 
board without any cable, as with a defective is) 4 
one. So with the anchor of our souls. If rf 
there is-the least flaw in the cable, it is not 
safe to trust it. We hal botier throw it away 
and try to get a new ove that we know is 
perfect.” 
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BisHop Prerce makes this strong point for 
the Church to consider: “ The question is not 
whether the heathen can b2 saved without the 
Gospel, but whether we can be saved if we do 
not give it to them.’ 
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From The [N. Y.} Evening Post. 
CHRISTMAS IN 1875. 














FROM THE SPANISH. 














No trumpet blast profaned 

The day on which the Prince of Peace was born; 
No bloody streamlet stained 

Earth’s silver rivers on that sacred morn; 
But o’er the peaceful plain 

The war-horse drew the peasant’s loaded wain. 
The soldier had laid by 

His sword, and stripped the corslet from his breast, 
And hung his helm on high, 

The sparrow’s Winter home and Summer nest; Ma 
And with the same strong hand aa 

That flung the barbed spear, he tilled the land. 















































Oh time for which we yearn! 
Oh Sabbath of the nations, long foretold! 
Season of peace, return ! 
Like a late Summer when the year grows old; 
When its sweet sunny days 
Steep mead and mountain-side in golden haze. 


























For now two rival kings 
Flaunt o’er our bleeding land their hostile flags, 
And every morning brings he 
The hovering vulture from the mountain crags 
To where the battle plain 
Is strewn with dead, the youth and flower of Spain. 




















Christ is not come while yet 

O’er half the earth the threat of battle lowers, 
And our own fields are wet, 

Beneath the battle-cloud, with crimson showers— 
The life-blood of the slain, 

Poured out where thoussnds die that one may reign. 


























Yet soon, o’er half the earth, 
In every temple, crowds shall kneel again 
To celebrate His birth 

















And bursts of joyous song 














Christ is not come while there 








Kneel down in act of prayer, 











Go forth, with sword and flame, 














Oh when the day shall break 








And all their millions wake 














On such a blessed morn 
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and that submission to the State in the sense demande 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European advices to the 
11th inst. have been received. 

GREAT BritTatn.—Lord Lytton has been appointed 
Viceroy of India in place of Lord Northbrook, who re- 
tires on account of physical disability. 

A recent Liverpool paper said that a few days ago, 
forty-two boxes of fresh meat were sold at Smithfield 
market in London, which had been carried by steamer 
from New York to Liverpool, and thence by railroad 
to London. The market was closed three days, on 
account of holidays, so that the meat was kept longer 
than is usually necessary, but it was in excellent con- 
dition, and sold rapidly at an average of 6d., (12 cts.) 
per pound. The process of preservation is not stated. 

An American schooner, from a port in Maine, bound 
for Gloucester, England, has been towed into Aber- 
deen, Scotland, disabled, having been 67 days on the 
passage. The crew were famishing and otherwise unfit 
for duty, and their rations of water had been reduced 
to a tea-cupful each day per man. 

The Gazette of London on the 8th inst. published a 
notification to the masters of British vessels, warning 
them to keep away from the Spanish coast east of Bil- 
bao, as Carlist batteries are stationed at intervals along 
the shore and fire at any thing that approaches. The 
Times, commenting on this notice, says that the British 
government is treating a serious matter too lightly ; that 
being at peace with Spain, the English have a right to 
trade with any part of her territory, that Spain is bound 
to protect them when near her coast, and would be 
liable to a claim for compensation for destruction of 
life or property in any of her harbors; and that if she 
confessed herself powerless, the British government 
would have the right, in her stead, to protect its own 
subjects. The Pali Mall Gazette, on the other hand, 


ridiculed this utterance of the 7imes as assuming a high 
tone, apparently because Spain has not power to re- 


sent it. 

FRANCE.—Minister Buffet has sent a circular to the 
Prefects of departments reminding them that they may 
revoke licenses to newspaper dealers unless the legal 
regulations are observed. The Yournal des Debats of 
Paris considers this circular as showing that the gov- 
ernment interprets the press law in the most restrictive 
manner possible. 

Two of the members of the Ministry, Leon Say, 
Minister of Finance, and Dufaure, Minister of Justice, 
have offered their resignations, because of dissatisfac- 
tion, on the part of President Mac Mahon and some of 
their colleagues, with their being candidates for elec- 
tion to the Senate from certain of the departments, on 
the same ticket with opponents of the government. 
An effort was in progress on the 11th to compromise 
the difficulty. 

GERMANY.—The German government, in connec- 
tion with the recent loss of the steamer Deutschland, is 
said to have invited other maritime nations to an in- 
ternational conference, to devise a common mode of 
inquiry into shipwrecks and other disasters to vessels. 

SPAIN.—A royal decree has been issued for forming 
a commission charged with installing the exhibits from 
the Spanish colonies at the Philadelphia Exhibition. 
The Governors of Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippine 
Islands will appoint members. 

Gen. Campos, the royalist commander, has ordered 
the local authorities to permit those inhabitants of 
Navarre under sentence of banishment, who are either 
abroad or with the Carlists, to return to their homes ; 
and announces that those who come back will be for- 
given their past conduct. 

Prussia.—-The semi-official journals having ex- 
pressed the opinion that the Ultramontane opposition 
to the government was abating, the newspaper organ 
of that party declares that the assumption is unfounded, 


by Prussia is contrary to the fundamental principles of 
the Romish Church, and can never be accorded. 

GERMANY AND THE Pore.—The Pope has given tp 
the Bavarian Ambassador to the Vatican a prote 
against the violation by Bavaria of the Concordat, in 
the enactment of a civil-marriage law. It is said thy 
the Bavarian government does not intend to notice th 
protest. ; 

PoRTUGAL.—A break has occurred in the telegraph 
cable connecting Portugal and Brazil, in the section 
between Lisbon and Madeira, but it was promptly r. 
paired. : 

ConGREsS.—The Senate Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, to which was referred the question of 
the legal tenure of a President fro tem. of the Senate, 
has made a report, embracing the following conclu. 
sions: 1. That the Vice-President of the United State, 
being made President of the Senate by the Constitu. 
tion, cannot be regarded as an officer of the Senate, not 
being chosen or removable by that body; but that the 
President pro tem., being elected by the Senate, is one 
of its officers. 2. That the office of such temporary 
President, elected at one session, does not expire at the 
beginning of the next session, if the Vice-President 
does not then appear to preside, and that by the prac. 
tice of the Senate, the death of the Vice-President, or 
his becoming President by the death of the latter, ha 
not necessitated a new election. 3. That the Senate 
has power to remove its President pro fem. at any time 
and elect another. As by law, in case of death or dis 
ability of both the President and Vice-President of the 
United States, the President pro tempore of the Senate 
succeeds to the first-named office, the question as to his 
tenure of office has excited some interest. Both Houses 
reassembled on the sthinst. In the Senate, Morrill of 
Vermont, introduced a bill further to provide for the 
redemption of legal-tender notes; Harvey of Kansas, 
one providing for an investigation of the habits of the 
grasshoppers, with a view to learn if their incursions 
can be prevented ; Hamilton of Texas, one to promote 
the speedy completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad; 
and Sargent of California, a bill supplemental to the 
Alabama Claims Act; all referred. Resolutions em- 
bodying the conclusions of the report on the tenure of 
the President ro tem. were reported on the roth and 
the first two passed unanimously. The remainder, the 
fourth one declaring T. W. Ferry still President ro 
tem. in virtue of his election at last session, were laid 
over. 

The House adopted on the sth a number of resolu: 
tions calling for information or directing investigation 
on various subjects. A bill was reported on the 6th 
from the Select Committee on the Centennial Celebra- 
tion, appropriating $1,500,000 in aid of the Exhibition. 
A resolution was unanimously adopted, reciting the 
friendly feeling now evinced by the different sections 
of the country for each other, and declaring that Con- 
gress should do no act wantonly to disturb the existing 
concord and revive bitter memories. Another was als 
passed for the appointment of a Select Committee : 
inquire into outrages along the Mexican border 0 
Texas. A general Amnesty bill being under debate 00 
the roth, Blaine of Maine, desired to offer a — 
excepting Jefferson Davis, and prescribing a form ° 
oath to be taken by those wishing their disabilities © 
moved ; but amendment and debate being prevented by 
the previous question, the bill was lost, the vote being, 
yeas 172, nays 92, nottwo-thirds. Blaine then ee 
reconsider the vote, and made a speech declaring: : 

| reason for excluding Jefferson Davis to be that he con- 
| sidered him responsible for the sufferings of the pris®™ 
ers of Andersonville. Debate followed, but no a 
on that day or the next. Hill of Georgia, defende? 
Jefferson Davis and his government from the charges 
, made by Blaine. 
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